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From the President:

LAS Meeting – Thursday March 17th 

The March meeting of the Longmont Astronomical Society is this Thursday, March 17th, 
at the IHop Restaurant, 2040 Ken Pratt Blvd., Longmont, CO.  Please join us for dinner 
around 6 pm at the restaurant. The general meeting will begin at 7 pm.  Open forum this 
month. If you have some astronomy related topic you would like to present you are 
invited to do so! I’ll make a presentation about lessons learned from the first All Sky 
Camera project, a proposal for All Sky Camera #2, and talk about the ALCon in Bryce 
Canyon this summer.

Upcoming Star Parties and Events

·         Beginning Astronomy class star party Friday March 25th 7 to 8 pm

·         Beginning Astronomy class star party Friday April 8th 7 to 8 pm

In the sky this month:
Meteor Showers   
Lyrids night of April 21, Moon rises after midnight 

Planets
Mercury:  near conjunction with Jupiter in the evening makes this the best time to view 
Mercury this year
If you live in the Northern Hemisphere and prefer to go out in the evening rather than 
before sunrise, then this March is your best chance to spot Mercury all year, for two 
reasons. It's Mercury's highest and longest evening apparition. In addition, Mercury 
happens to spend the week from Saturday, March 12th, to Friday, March 18th, within 5° 
of Jupiter. (That's half the width of your fist at arm's length.) And while you might be 
able to overlook Mercury alone, the pairing is absolutely unmistakable. 
Venus:  in the SE at dawn, but its going to the back side of the Sun and is getting dimmer.
Mars:  behind the Sun.   Visible starting about June 1st or so.
Jupiter:  low in the west at sunset and fading – get your last looks in
On Jupiter, the revival of the South Equatorial Belt has spread to almost completely 
encircle the planet. Jupiter is a snap to find blazing high in the south at nightfall. 
Saturn: improving, and the rings are opening.  If I had room, one of Gary's pictures is in 
here someplace
Meanwhile, a new white storm has burst forth on Saturn. Perhaps the ringed planet was 
feeling neglected due the attention heaped on Jupiter recently.  Saturn is now well up in 
the southeastern sky before dawn, far to the upper right of bright Venus. Be on the 
lookout for rapid changes to the feature's shape and extent 

Interesting Stars/Galaxies



Club Calendar:
Heed those star parties for the intro class on 3/25 and 4/8.
April meeting: the 21st – meet you at the Hop!

Fiske Planetarium:Admission costs $3.50 for kids and seniors and $6 for adults 
� Colorado Skies: MESSENGER Update (March 17, 2011, 7:30 pm)

http://events.colorado.edu/EventList.aspx?
view=EventDetails&eventidn=5417&information_id=21974&type=&syndicate=s
yndicate
Come join us for an evening under the stars with a special talk about 
MESSENGER.

+ Colorado Skies: ET Life (March 31, 2011, 7:30 pm)
http://events.colorado.edu/EventList.aspx?
view=EventDetails&eventidn=5456&information_id=22062&type=&syndicate=s
yndicate
Enjoy an evening under the stars with a special topic of ET Life. 

Humor Dept:

Internet Resources:



Researchers Crack the Mystery of the Missing Sunspots
March 2, 2011: In 2008-2009, sunspots almost completely disappeared for two years. 
Solar activity dropped to hundred-year lows;  Earth's upper atmosphere cooled and 
collapsed; the sun’s magnetic field weakened, allowing cosmic rays to penetrate the Solar 
System in record numbers. It was a big event, and solar physicists openly wondered, 
where have all the sunspots gone?  

For years, solar physicists have recognized the importance of the sun's "Great Conveyor 
Belt." A vast system of plasma currents called ‘meridional flows’ (akin to ocean currents 
on Earth)  travel along the sun's surface, plunge inward around the poles, and pop up 
again near the sun's equator.  These looping currents play a key role in the 11-year solar 
cycle.  When sunspots begin to decay, surface currents sweep up their magnetic remains 
and pull them down inside the star; 300,000 km below the surface, the sun’s magnetic 
dynamo amplifies the decaying magnetic fields.  Re-animated sunspots become buoyant 
and bob up to the surface like a cork in water—voila!  A new solar cycle is born. 

Scientists battle time and weather to confirm discoveries
The Pan-STARRS PS1 telescope on Haleakala, Maui, discovered 19 near-Earth asteroids 
on the night of January 29, the most asteroids discovered by one telescope on a single 
night.

“This record number of discoveries shows that PS1 is the world’s most powerful 
telescope for this kind of study,” said Nick Kaiser, head of the Pan-STARRS project. 
“NASA and the U.S. Air Force Research Laboratory’s support of this project illustrates 
how seriously they are taking the threat from near-Earth asteroids.” 

Pan-STARRS software engineer Larry Denneau spent that Saturday night in his 
University of Hawaii at Manoa office in Honolulu processing the PS1 data as it was 
transmitted from the telescope over the Internet. During the night and into the next 
afternoon, he and others came up with 30 possible new near-Earth asteroids.



Upcoming Space Missions:

Current Space Missions:

The MESSENGER mission will fire its rocket for 15 minutes at about 6 PM on Thursday 
March 18 to achieve orbital insertion at Mercury after 5 billion miles, 2417 days, and 5 
planetary flybys to gather enough speed without expending tons of fuel and our hard 
earned tax dollars.  Check out http://messenger.jhuapl.edu/  on Friday morning to see if it 
all worked!   Pictures to come about April 4th is the plan.



Well, Gary has the right planet, but the new storm seems to missing?

Maybe the Sunflower Nebula will make everyone feel better....  by LAS member Gary 
Garzone, this picture is.  And the last one, too.


