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Celestial Highlights
Saturn

Announcements from LAS President
The meeting meeting this month will be at the Fiske Planetarium, 2414 Regent Drive,
which is on the CU Campus in Boulder, CO. Tito Salas will give us a demonstration of
the new digital 8K full dome projection system. This should be an amazing show. The
dome is illuminated by six projectors each of which are 4K by 2K pixel resolution. The
stars, galaxies, and planets are rendered at 8K resolution in realtime using four render
computers per projector. A total of 26 computers, 24 for rendering, a master computer,
and one for audio. Each render computer has 8 cores, an NVidia K5000 GPU, and 16
GB of memory.

Credit: Saturn simulation by Cartes du
Ciel.

Saturn rises around 8:30 pm at the
beginning of the month in constellation
Libra. It is +0.1 magnitude in
brightness and 18.7 arcsec across. It
is at opposition with Earth; on May 10

Jupiter

Credit: Jupiter by Vern Raben Jupiter is

visible in the southwest after sunset.
Its past the central meridian before
twilight ends. It is 35 arcsec across
and magnitude 2 in brightness.

Parking may be found along Regent Drive but more likely in Lot 306. See portion of the
campus parking map below.
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Mars

In the lobby of the planetarium is a "Science on a Sphere". This is a display
system that uses computers and video projectors to display planetary data onto a
six foot diameter sphere  giving the appearance of a giant globe hanging in space.

Credit: Mars by Vern Raben

Mars is in constellation Virgo. It is
magnitude 1 in brightness and 14.5
arcsec across.

Credit: Fiske Planetarium

Sun in White Light on May 1st
Credit: Venus by Cartes du Ciel.

Venus is now visible low in the
southeast before dawn in constellation
Capricornus. It is 4.2 magnitude in
brightness and 20 arcsec across.

Moon

First quarter: May 6 8:15 pm MDT
Full moon: May 14 1:16 pm MDT
Third quarter: May 21 6:59 am MDT
New moon: May 28 12:40 pm MDT

Credit: Image of the sun on May 1st by Brian Kimball.
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Comets
C2014/E2 (Jacques). Discovered in
March of this year, the comet is about
magnitude 7.5 in brightness now and
so should be visible in binoculars. Best
time to view it would in the evening
near end of twilight in the WSW.

Chart for C2014/E2 (Jacques)

C2012/X1 (LINEAR) is in constellation
Capricornus. It is around magnitude 8
in brightness and so should also be
visible in binoculars. View it low in the
eastern sky during early twilight.
C2012/K1 (PANSTARRS) is in
constellation Ursa Major. It is about
magnitude 8.5 in brightness. Highest
up around 2:40 am.

Dark Sky
At the beginning of the month
astronomical darkness ends at 5:24
am MDT and begins at 9:42 pm MDT.
At the end of this month astronomical
dawn ends at 3:43 am mdt and
astronomical darkness begins at 10:24
pm mdt.

Credit: Comet C2014/E2 chart by Cartes du Ciel

Chart for C2012/X1 (Linear)

Credit: Comet C2012/X1 chart by Cartes du Ciel

April Meeting
At the April 15th meeting Vern Raben gave a presentation about “Imaging Mars, He
demonstrated some of the equipment, tools, and software that may be used to capture
images of Mars and other planets. Twenty two folks were present.
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